[The pitfall of ESWL].
The pitfall of extracorporeal shock-wave lithotripsy (ESWL), such as complications of ESWL, problems of focus and results of stone disintegration are discussed. The progress of ESWL today is mainly due to the development of new generation lithotripters and endourological support, which has broadened the indications of ESWL. The necessary shock-waves have been selected, and complications have been reduced. Post ESWL stone street is now easier to treat. We expect more improved lithotripters such as by incorporation of X-ray and echo focusing systems. Endourological techniques including laser lithotripsy also should be improved.